"8          THE  LIFE  STORY  OF A  BRAHMAN
day, a proverb says that he will be very clever but will bring
misfortune to others, for (and this is also the case with a boy
born on the fourteenth day), either his mother, father, or
grandfather will die, or suffer some heavy loss, within the year*
There is another proverb about a girl born on a Wednesday:
her father or brother will die or suffer loss within the year (she
is called their Bh&ra or Burden), but she herself will be very
rich. Moreover, if a girl is born ou a Wednesday, the belief is
that the next child will also be a daughter. A girl born on
a Tuesday or a Sunday, however, brings wealth to her parents.
Some Hindus believe (though others contradict it) that if
three daughters are born one after another, and the fourth child
is a son, or if there be three sons and then a daughter, this
fourth child will be unable to speak clearly, but will stammer
all its life, and still worse, he or she will prove a * Burden',
bound to cause grievous loss, or the death of some relative.
The anxious parents of a child who is a Bhara go to a Brah-
man, who examines the horoscope of the child to find out what
means should be taken to prevent the evil happening. Usually
a bronze cup is filled with clarified butter, and a silver coin is
put in it. The child is made to look into the cup, which is
then taken to the father, who also gazes at his reflection. The
cup and its contents are given away to a Brahman, and then,
and not till then, is it safe for the father to see his child's face,
Another belief is that, if a girl is born on a Saturday, she will
be very bad-tempered, and if on a Thursday, she will be very
good-tempered.
The baby's personal appearance is also fraught with deep
significance, for a child with light eyes is considered ill-omened,
and if marked with anything resembling a serpent will do
great harm to its relatives, On the other hand, a red birth-
mark is very lucky and foretells wealth* A mole in the palm
of the left hand or on the lip is also fortunate*1 A further
point about the birthday of the child Js that the parents do
1 We might perhaps mention here another curious superstition held
by all castes of Hindus; if in a native state a mare foals by day (they